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PHASE III UPDATED GUIDELINES 
Effective April 19, 2021 

 

A. PHASE III RESOURCES UTILIZED IN DECISION MAKING 
 

With the ongoing debate and research about the severity of COVID-19 and best practices to 

move forward in opening our cities, states and country, we will practice ways of gathering 

that will “do no harm.” While we recognize it is the responsibility of each person/family to 

look after their own wellbeing, we believe it is incumbent upon the Church to “watch over 

one another with love.” It is in that spirit that these guidelines have been created by five 

dedicated members of Blackwater UMC along with our pastors. 

 

Our primary sources for reopening in each Phase come from The Louisiana Annual Conference of 

the United Methodist Church, local, state and national government agencies, and the CDC.   

 

 

B. PHASE III WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

As per the Louisiana Fire Marshall, the building capacity during the Phase 3 period for Places of 

Worship/Worship Services is not limited. 
 

As per the Louisiana Fire Marshall, it is recommended that Places of Worship adhere to moderate 

mitigation standards (face covering, hand hygiene, cleanliness and sanitation) & social distancing 

measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Individuals 65 years or older, people of all ages 

with poor control of medical issues like high blood pressure, heart disease, obesity, or a weakened 

immune system are at a higher risk for getting very sick or dying from COVID-19 and should 

strictly adhere to all CDC guidelines, and are encouraged to stay at home as much as possible. 
 

The following guidelines are expected to be fully met by all who attend worship. If persons 

are unable or unwilling to comply, we ask that they refrain from attending worship until 

that time when guidelines may be less restrictive.  
 

            -Refrain from attending worship if feeling unwell, if fever has been present, and/or if you 

             have been knowingly exposed to someone with COVID-19 

-Face masks/face coverings for children 3rd grade through 5th grade are recommended 

 when entering and exiting the worship space and when moving around the space. 
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-Face masks/face coverings for 6th graders through adulthood, are to be worn when 

  entering and exiting the worship space and when moving around the space. 

-Face mask/face covering may be removed while seated for worship services.   

  Worshippers should bring their own face coverings, however, disposable masks 

  will be available. 

-Use hand sanitizer upon entrance to the space and after touching anything in the space 

-No physical contact - no hugs, no handshakes or high fives 

-Maintaining distance of 3-6ft between individuals/family units is strongly encouraged. 

-A photo will be taken of the room in the event we need to notify people of exposure 
 

 

C. PHASE III SINGING 
 

As many professions have determined congregational singing is shown to be an activity that 

advances the spread of the COVID-19 virus, congregational singing will only be practiced in 

whispered voices, softly singing with face coverings/masks over nose and mouth.  

 
 

D. PHASE III BLACKWATER UMC GROUPS GATHERING INDOORS ON CAMPUS 
 

Groups of Blackwater UMC are welcome to gather indoors when guidelines can be fully met 

by participants. As many existing groups will not be able to meet in their usual spaces, 

reservations must be made by contacting Administrative Assistant Malyndi West. It is 

preferable this be done at least seven days prior to the desired meeting date.   
 

-Refrain from attending a class or group meeting if feeling unwell, if fever has been 

 present, and/or if you have been knowingly exposed to someone with COVID-19 

-Face masks/face coverings for children 3rd grade through 5th grade are recommended 

 when entering and exiting the facility and when moving around the space. 

-Face masks/face coverings for 6th graders through adulthood, are to be worn when 

  entering and exiting the facility and when moving around the space. 

-Face mask/face covering may be removed while seated for the group gathering/class   

 Persons should bring their own face masks/face shields, however, disposable masks will 

 be available.  

-Use hand sanitizer upon entrance to the space and after touching anything in the space 

-No physical contact - no hugs, no handshakes, or high fives 

-Maintaining distance of 3-6ft between individuals/family units is strongly encouraged. 

-Your name recorded by the group leader 

 

 

E. PHASE III BLACKWATER UMC GROUPS GATHERING OUTDOORS ON CAMPUS 
 

Groups of Blackwater UMC may gather outdoors on campus when guidelines can be fully 

met by participants. The use of exterior spaces: ball fields, picnic table area, playground, etc. 

may be used and enjoyed. Reservations must be made, preferably 7 days in advance of the 

gathering, by contacting the Church Office. 
 

  -Refrain from attending a group meeting if feeling unwell, if fever has been present, 

   and/or if you have been knowingly exposed to someone with COVID-19 

-Maintaining distance of 3-6ft between individuals/family units is strongly encouraged. 

-No physical contact - no hugs, no handshakes, or high fives 

-Sanitize hands.   -Your name recorded by the group leader 
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F. PHASE III BLACKWATER UMC GROUPS GATHERING OFF CAMPUS 

     

Groups gathering off campus are expected to follow the guidelines set forth for groups 

meeting indoors and/or outdoors (D & E) as they are an extension of Blackwater UMC. 

 

 

G. PHASE III OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS/GROUPS  

 

Organizations and groups not officially a part of Blackwater UMC may gather indoors 

and/or outdoors when guidelines can be fully met by participants (D & E).  Reservations 

must be made, preferably 7 days in advance of the gathering by contacting Administrative 

Assistant, Malyndi West in the Church Office. 

 

 

SPECIAL NOTE 

Blackwater UMC continues to be open and available to our members, friends and community-at -large for 

worship, mission and ministry in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. While we diligently seek to 

adhere to local, state and national guidelines during each Phase, we also are committed to doing what we 

can to safely accommodate groups requesting the use of our campus. We recognize that each situation, 

set-up and layout will be different from group to group and event to event. In that light, we will make 

decisions on these requests on a case-by-case basis. If you have questions about using the Blackwater 

UMC campus for a special event, class or activity, don’t hesitate in contacting the Church Office. 

Malyndi West, Administrative Assistant, Rev. Pattye Hewitt and Rev. Angie Roberson are happy to 

discuss your particular needs and requests. 

 

H. PHASE III CHURCH OFFICE & STAFF 

 

The Church Office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Clergy will continue to be available throughout the week. 

 

● Visitors must remain at least 3-6 ft from staff persons and others while on campus 

● Visitors must wear a face mask/face shield when meeting with staff members & clergy 

● Staff members will adhere to proper distancing and sanitation guidelines while working 

 
 

PHASE IV 

We will await Gov. John Bel Edwards announcement regarding Phase III progress before implementing 

plans for Phase IV. Upon reviewing that data, we will work to create Phase IV guidelines.  
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HELPFUL INFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 VACCINES  
FROM THE CDC WEBSITE (As of 4-18-2021) 

 

• We are still learning how well vaccines prevent you from spreading the virus that causes COVID-

19 to others, even if you do not have symptoms. 

• We’re also still learning how long COVID-19 vaccines protect people. 

• We are still learning how many people have to be vaccinated against COVID-19 before most 

people can be considered protected (population immunity). 

• We are still learning how effective the vaccines are against new variants of the virus that causes 

COVID-19. 

Although COVID-19 vaccines are effective at keeping you from getting sick, scientists are still learning 

how well vaccines prevent you from spreading the virus that causes COVID-19 to others, even if you do 

not have symptoms. Early data show the vaccines do help keep people with no symptoms from spreading 

COVID-19, but we are learning more as more people get vaccinated. 

 

IF YOU’VE BEEN FULLY VACCINATED AGAINST COVID-19: 

 

You can: 

• Visit inside a home or private setting without a mask with other fully vaccinated people of any age 

• Visit inside a home or private setting without a mask with one household of unvaccinated people 

who are not at risk for severe illness 

• Travel domestically without a pre- or post-travel test 

• Travel domestically without quarantining after travel 

• Travel internationally without a pre-travel test depending on destination 

• Travel internationally without quarantining after travel 

You should: 

• Keep taking precautions in public places, until we know more, like wearing a mask, staying 6 feet 

apart from others, avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces, and washing your hands often. 

You shouldn’t: 

• Visit indoors, without a mask, with people at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19 

• Attend medium or large gatherings 

 

To find out more about COVID-19 Vaccines, please visit:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
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HELPFUL INFORMATION ABOUT FACE MASKS 
 FROM THE OFFICE OF GOVERNER JOHN BEL EDWARDS: 

 

STATE OF LOUISIANA EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT  

PROCLAMATION NUMBER 66 JBE 2021 ~ MARCH 30, 2021 

COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY 

PHASE 3 OF RESILIENT LOUISIANA 

 

SECTION 3: FACE COVERING ORDER 

A) Every individual in Louisiana shall wear a face covering over the nose and mouth when inside a 

commercial establishment or any other building or space open to the public, whether indoor or outdoor. 

This shall include public or commercial modes of transportation. This order shall apply statewide. 

B) This requirement does not apply to the following: 

1) Any individual who will not come in contact with any other individual (outside of their immediate 

household members) or who will be able to maintain strict social distancing of six feet apart from any 

other individual (outside of their immediate household members); 

2) Any child under the age of eight, however all children between the ages of two and seven years old are 

strongly encouraged to wear a face covering in accordance with Subsection (A) of this Section;  

3) Any individual with a medical condition that prevents the wearing of a face covering; 

4) Any individual who is consuming food or drinks; 

5) Any individual seeking to communicate with someone who has or is suspected of having a 

communication disorder; 

6) Any individual giving a speech for broadcast or to an audience; 

7) Any individual temporarily removing his or her face covering for identification purposes;  

8) Any athlete participating in organized athletic activities. 

 

To read Governor John Bell Edwards’ Proclamation in its entirety, visit:  

https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2021/66-JBE-2021-State-of-Emergency-COVID.pdf  

 

FROM THE CENTRAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL SYSTEM: 

Face coverings for students in grades 3-12 are strongly recommended to the greatest extent possible. 

 

FROM EAST BATON ROUGE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM: 

Masks are required for students in grades 3-12. Exceptions to face masks/coverings will be made for those 

with medical conditions, disabilities, or other health or safety issues. 

https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2021/66-JBE-2021-State-of-Emergency-COVID.pdf

