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  tlittle@blackwaterumc.org 
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Sundays 
  Traditional Worship Service 
       9:15 a.m. 
  The Table Coffee Bar 
     10:30 a.m. 
  The Table Worship Service 
     10:45 a.m. 
  Adult Sunday School    
     10:45 a.m. 
  SPARK! Pre-K—5th grade 
     10:45 a.m. 
  Student Ministries Text Group 
  Text@BwUMY to 81010 
  Phone Numbers 
  Office  261-4646 
  PDO       261-4013 
  Social Media:  
     www.blackwaterumc.org 
     www.cometothetable.church 
     www.la-umc.org 
     Facebook—Blackwater UMC &      
                        The Table 

 
TOGETHER  

WE SERVE 

THE SEASON OF LENT BEGINS ASH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 17TH 
 
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday (always the day after Mardi Gras) and ends on Holy Saturday, the day 
before Easter. Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sun-
day represents a "mini-Easter" and the reverent spirit of Lent is tempered with joy-
ful anticipation of the Resurrection. Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word 
“lencten”, which means spring. The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in 
the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his minis-
try. (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-14) 
 
Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Resurrection 
Sunday - Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. In the early church, 
Lent was a time to prepare new converts for baptism. Today, Christians focus on 
their relationship with God, often choosing to give up something that might be rob-
bing time and resources from their lives with God, or to take up something like a 
spiritual discipline or serving opportunity that will help manifest the Christ that 
lives in each human being.   
 
Ash Wednesday worship is a powerful experience during which we remember how 
vulnerable our physical lives truly are, and claim again that we were made for an-
other world. People in ancient times wore sackcloth and ashes as a way of express-
ing their repentance of their sins. During this year’s Ash Wednesday worship ser-
vice, we will not take part in the imposition of ashes, but will share a significant 
tangible reminder of the Lenten season. Your pastors have made this decision in the 
spirit of loving care, and of “doing no harm”.  
 
On Ash Wednesday and throughout the Lenten season, we confront our sin. We 
recognize our inability to live up to all God has created us to be and our need to be 
forgiven. No matter how often we go to church, how far we have come in our spir-
itual journeys, how accomplished we may feel, each of us has sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Most importantly, on Ash Wednesday, 
there is an intentionality in the invitation of God: TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL – 
to believe the Good News of the Kingdom which Jesus brought into the world. 
 
We hope you will join us for the Ash Wednesday Service on February 17th at 

6:30pm in the sanctuary led by Rev. Pattye and Rev. Angie. 
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SERVE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Hallie Smith UMW Circle of Blackwater is 
collecting Valentine cards for our Veterans again 
this year! Sign your card(s) with your first name or 
“from a friend” and place them in the Valentines bag 
near the sanctuary entrance or drop them off at the 
church office. All valentines will be collected for 
delivery on Sunday, February 7th following worship. 
Thanks for helping to show our Vets some love after 
a tough year! 

Rev. Pattye 
 

What I’m reading... 
The Way of the Heart: Connecting with God Through Prayer, Wisdom, and Silence by Henri Nouwen, My 
Utmost for His Highest by Oswald Chambers 
 

What I’m listening to... 
The Next Right Thing Podcast hosted by Emily P. Freeman, Taizé’ hymns/chants 
 

 
Rev. Angie 
 

What I’m reading... 
My Spring semester has started so my reading list is quite lengthy! 
Creeds of the Churches by John Leith, The Story of Christianity by Justo L. Gonzalez, The Story of Christian 
Music by Andrew Wilson-Dixon, Romans: Empire and Resistance by Sze-kar Wan, Power in Weakness: The 
Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
 

What I’m listening to... 
Pope Francis: Wake Up! compilation, Poor Bishop Hooper’s collection of the Psalms in song. 
 

What we are praying for...  

Continuing to pray for the future of Blackwater UMC; families enduring difficulties; an end to the COVID-19 
pandemic and healing for all who have been affected in body, mind, and spirit. Finally, rest for our United States 

– that its people would truly seek unity and to commit to walking into the future TOGETHER.  

THE  MORE  YOU  KNOW 

COVID-19 Testing 
Ochsner has repeatedly thanked us for allowing them 
to use our space for free testing for our community 
because we are the only location that gives our  
Zachary neighbors a reasonably close free testing 
site. We are so grateful to have the space to share 
once again! A FREE covid-19 testing will be held on 
February 3rd and 4th from 9am-4pm in our gym.  
 
PDO Mardi Gras Parade 
Come out to support our PDO families as they  
celebrate Mardi Gras with a float parade.  Feb. 12th 
@ 10 a.m. in the church parking lot. 
 
Missions Team 
Hope Ministries is in need of nonperishable  
breakfast foods, vienna sausage, and jelly. Any  

LENTON  SERMON  SERIES’ 

A Five Part 
Sermon Series for 
Lent beginning 
February 21st in 
the Sanctuary 

Jesus was called 
by many names 
and accused of 
many things. Just 
who is this man? 
Find out at The 
Table beginning 
February 21st. 
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SMALL  GROUPS  &  CLASSES 

Newsletter content is due on the 2nd Friday of each month. The editor reserves the 
right to edit content due to space constraints.  

 STUDENT  MINISTRIES 

Hello Blackwater Family, 
 

My name is Christopher Bolin, the new Director of Student Ministries. I’ve worked in student ministry for about 
six years now. I first joined the UMC when I was in 11th grade after being invited to a youth retreat called 
"Happening." It was the first time I actually felt God's love in my life and I knew I wanted more of what the United 
Methodist Church was offering. Nine years have passed and I love walking alongside students on their walk of 
faith. To witness them experience the abundance of God's love and grace is incredibly rewarding. I am excited to 
be on staff at this wonderful church and have loved getting to know everyone in my first month of being here. Our 
Student Ministry meets on Sundays from 4:00 pm-6:00 pm. Between dedicated students and fantastic leaders, our 
ministry is a true community of love and support. We currently have 3 small groups consisting of Middle School  
       Boys, Middle School Girls, and High Schoolers. Newcomers are always welcome! Please 
       reach out if you know of someone who could benefit from being a part of a student  
       centered community. You can reach me at studentministries@blackwaterumc.org. 
    

        Here is an overview of what the student ministry will look like in the month of February:  
 

    Feb 7: Super“Bowling” @ AllStar Lanes 2:00-4:30 $10/person 
    Feb 14: No Meeting due to Mardi Gras break 
    Feb 21: Vibes/Moods week 3 
    Feb 28: Small groups start a new 4-week series "Do Something" 
 
 

Behold Your King - A Women’s Study 
Tuesday mornings from 9-11 a.m. beginning Feb. 17th 
in the Fellowship Hall. This Easter season, take in the 
deeper meaning of the Passion Week. 
 

Gospel & Acts—Adult Bible Study 
Sundays from 4-6 p.m. beginning Feb. 21st in the 
Sanctuary. Learn the story of Jesus  and early Chris-
tians through this study on the Gospels & Acts. Grow 
your knowledge and your faith!  
 

Recapturing the Wonder - Young Adults Study 
Monday nights at 5 p.m. beginning Feb. 22nd. Build 
community, develop friendships, break bread, and 
grow in your faith as we recapture the wonder of our 
Christian walk. 
 

Savior: What the Bible says about the Cross 
Mondays at 1 & 6pm beginning Feb. 22nd 
By exploring the mystery of salvation through the 
cross, we can deepen our love for God and others and 
strengthen our commitment to follow Jesus.  
 

Financial Peace University 
Tuesday nights at 6 p.m. at The Table beginning Feb. 
23rd. Get out of debt, learn to budget, save, and invest. 
Complete the $129.99 course missing no more than 
one class you’re eligible for a $333 grant! 

The Good & Beautiful God 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. and Sunday mornings 
at 10:15 a.m. beginning Feb. 24th at Blackwater. What 
does being Christlike really mean? Examine what you 
think about God, how you practice your faith, and who 
you interact with to discover the life Jesus lived and 
grow in the knowledge of a good God.  
 

Forgiving What You Can’t Forget 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. beginning Feb. 25th at Blackwater. 
Ever felt stuck in a cycle of unresolved pain, playing  
offenses over and over in your mind? This group is for 
those who need help moving on and seeing the good 
ahead.   
 

Future-Fit Vision Weekend: February 26th & 27th 
(6pm-8pm & 8am-2:15pm) 
A collaborative weekend to pray and discern Gods voice 
for another year of ministry together at The Table! Be 
sure to register! 
https://www.cometothetable.church/event-details/
future-fit-vision-weekend  
 

Beautiful Chaos - On Parenting Teens 
Every other Wednesday beginning March 3rd in the 
leader’s home. This group will offer parents practical 
ways to understand each child, communicate more effec-
tively, and maintain a solid heart connection. 

Register for groups and classes at https://forms.gle/1Thfa6FnC52MYF2W6 or contact Rev. Angie at cometothetable.church@gmail.com 

https://www.cometothetable.church/event-details/future-fit-vision-weekend
https://www.cometothetable.church/event-details/future-fit-vision-weekend


It was a LONG 8 months of doing our best in a virtual world, but we are back, in person, on Sunday mornings and it 
feels wonderful!  Our "little" break gave us some time to take a look at what we were doing and make it even better.  We 
are excited about our new spaces with check-in for everyone at the Multipurpose room (follow the hallway between the 

Fellowship Hall and the Sanctuary). Our Ignite345 kids have their own space in the gym, giving them a little taste of 
what's to come in Youth Group.  Mr. Dylan, Ms. Sarah and Mrs. Julee have really enjoyed seeing everyone!   

 
2020 gave us challenges that we never could have believed, but Ephesians 3:20 reminds us that our God is bigger than 
any of it.  "God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest 

dreams!"  We're looking forward to all 2021 has to offer more than we can imagine, guess, or request.  
 

Mrs. Kelly 
Kids Ministry Director 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
10000 BLACKWATER RD. 

CITY OF CENTRAL, LA 70714 


