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Sundays 
Traditional Worship Service 
     9:15 a.m. 
The Table Coffee Bar 
   10:00 a.m. 
The Table Worship Service 
   10:45 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School    
   10:45 a.m. 
SPARK! Pre-K—5th grade 
   10:45 a.m. 
Student Ministries Group 
    Text@BwUMY to 81010 
Phone Numbers 
Office               261-4646 
Prayer Line            261-4646 x14 
Nursery / PDO       261-4013 
Social Media:  
   www.blackwaterumc.org 
   www.la-umc.org 
Facebook—Blackwater UMC 
For Student Ministries news via text: 
Text @BwUMY to 81010 
 

 
TOGETHER  

WE SERVE 

The Messenger 

“The Purpose of Blackwater United Methodist Church 
 is to make disciples generation to generation who 

transform the Central Community and impact  
the World for Jesus Christ.”   Psalm 145:3-7 

Where will YOU Make an Impact? 
 

Here at Blackwater UMC, there are many places to put your gifts, graces, and passions to work 
for the building of God’s Kingdom. Prayerfully consider how you can partner with us!   
 
Welcoming Ministry – Offers worshippers a warm welcome at the entrances to worship spaces 
and events. Ann Merrill, team leader for the sanctuary service, and Lynde Sunday, team leader 
for The Table. 
 
Bereavement Team – Offers love and support to grieving families by providing food and drink 
following funeral/memorial services. Tammy Carroll, team leader. 
 
CARE Team – Writing cards, visiting the homebound, making phone calls, praying for the sick, 
lonely and infirmed are facets of this beautiful ministry. Camille Carmena, team leader.  
 
Children’s Ministries* – Volunteers help to lead Sunday morning SPARK! – our children’s 
educational time: 10:45-11:45.  Kelly McKnight, Children’s Ministries Director, will show you 
everything and use your skills in ways that bring life to the program.  Currently we need 
someone to help with supply management of curriculum, arts & crafts, etc.  
 
Student Ministries* (6th – 12th graders) – Event planning, chaperoning trips, food prep, and/or 
leading studies and conversation around faith, Scott Mitchell, Student Ministries Director, will 
visit with you about how to get plugged in.  
 
Infant & Toddler Care* – Take a turn to watch over our youngest disciples on Sunday mornings. 
Men and women are welcome and encouraged to participate. All you need is love in your heart 
for little ones!  Nancy Westfall, team leader.  
 
Buildings & Grounds Upkeep – Replacing siding/overhang, pressure washing, weed-eating, 
replacing light bulbs and overall campus maintenance will keep you on your toes! Duane 
Denham, Chair of Trustees.  
 
Communion Server – Every first Sunday of the month the sacrament of Holy Communion is 
celebrated in our sanctuary service and weekly in The Table service. Servers are instructed as to 
what words to speak to those who receive the elements. Ann Merrill, Communion Steward, 
sanctuary service; Lynde Sunday, communion coordinator, The Table.  
 
Cooking and Food Preparation – Whether for a District function or a church wide meal, 
volunteer chefs are a blessing! Call the church office to be added to the list! 
 
Weekday Office Helper – Answering phones, preparing mailings and general office help are gifts 
to the pastors and office staff. Valorie Jolibois, Administrative Assistant, will share ways you can 
lend a hand.  
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Not too long ago I began reading a wonderful book: “The Kingdom Life – A Practical Theology of Discipleship and 
Spiritual Formation”. Really, I did more than ‘read’ it…I drank it in and couldn’t put it down! This is a subject I am 
passionate about - living a life conformed to that of Jesus. That’s basically what spiritual formation is: Placing Jesus at 
the center of one’s being and then arranging all other things, thoughts and activities around his will, his way, his very 
life.  
 
In the book Bill Hull writes, “The problem is that many of us have been taught and believe that we can become a 
Christian but not a disciple of Jesus.”  Powerful words…truth-filled words. Far too many confess with their mouths that 
Jesus is Lord, but they don’t carry that belief and apply that belief to their everyday living. Unfortunately, ‘belief’ for 
some is only a thought or a hope that what is professed might be true.  
 
I get weary…not only when I see this in others who profess faith 
in Jesus, but when I, myself, find myself drifting away from his 
side, allowing distractions to take me off course.  
 
When I said “yes” to God’s invitation to save and transform my 
life, I was saying yes to becoming an apprentice of Jesus, to 
remain at his side my whole life long, learning, listening, doing 
and sharing what he teaches me. I have come to love this 
definition of what a disciple’s life looks like: An apprentice. When you look at the first disciples, that's what they were 
doing. They watched Jesus and listened to him, and then he said, "Now, you do it." That’s the kind of vibrant life I am 
seeking for myself, and as a shepherd of this flock, for your life too.  
 
Beginning September 8thin our 9:15 sanctuary service, we will spend 6 weeks learning more about what it means to 
apprentice Jesus. My prayer is that people will be moved to greater heights of the Christian journey – not only to the 
assent of belief in Jesus with mind and emotion, but commitment and/or recommitment to apprenticing him in every 
moment of every day. 
 
Apprenticing Jesus is not easy. Apprenticeship of Jesus is one of the most demanding relationships you will ever 
undertake. However, when you do enter into this life with God, you have the joy of abiding with Jesus – standing 
shoulder to shoulder with him and for him – learning from the Master.  As a result, your life is changed, your families are 
changed, your communities are changed, and our shared world is transformed a little closer to the Kingdom in which 
Jesus came to usher in.   
 
Jesus said: “I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.” (John 10:10)  
 
Why in the world would we settle for anything else?  
 
With much love and joy for you, 

Rev. Pattye 

Pastor’s Words 

Hope Ministries Report of Blessings! 
A group of  8 from Blackwater UMC went to the missions 
center to serve 24 families. We helped 39 adults, 38 
children, and 3 elderly, for a total of 80 people served.  
We delivered 411.75 pounds of food, including the  
peanut butter and jelly that was collected on Blessing of 
the Backpack Sunday.  We will return on September 23. 
Please join us! 

Note from the Editor 
Please send your announcements, articles, events, and other 
content to The Messenger newsletter editor at 
valorie@blackwaterumc.org by the 15th of each month.  
Content may need to be edited for space constraints.  
Thank you all!  We are moving toward more email 
communications.  Please call the Church Office at 261-4646 
and share your email address. 

“When I said “yes” to God’s invitation to save 
and transform my life, I was saying yes to be-
coming an apprentice of Jesus, to remain at 
his side my whole life long, learning, listening, 
doing and sharing what he teaches me.” –
Rev. Pattye 
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Blackwater UMC in September 

(refer to online calendar for possible changes at www.blackwaterumc.org) 

09/02 Church Office closed-Labor Day holiday 
09/05 Lunch Bunch – The Dinner Bell in MS 
09/05 Nominating/Lay Leadership committee mtg, AEB, 6 
09/08 First Graders Bible presentations 
09/08 General UMW meeting, 3:30pm (1 week later) 
09/08 First Cup for new inquiries, Connect Room, 4pm 
09/09 Care Ministry Team mtg, AEB Rm 101, 10am or 6pm  
09/09 Hallie Smith Circle, AEB large mtg room, 6pm 
09/11 Good & Beautiful study-part 3, 10am & 5:30pm 
09/11 Abundant Life luncheon, 11:30am, North Campus FH 
09/12 Finance Committee meeting, AEB (1 week earlier ) 
09/12 District Scout meeting, MPB 
09/15 Going Away Brunch for Genevieve Andre’, 10:15am 
09/15 Mission Team meeting, 11:45am 
09/17 Bernice Thompson Circle, 10am, AEB 
09/18 Newsletter content due to church office 
09/21 Abbey’s Angel Closet workshop, 9am, AEB 
09/23 HOPE Ministries workday, 8:45am, offsite 
09/23 Scouts Court of Honor banquet, 6:30pm, Gym 
09/26 Church Council meeting, 6pm, AEB 
09/29 Blood Drive, 9am-1pm 

Campus News 

 BUMC Calendar Blackwater UMC Ministries 

To the Loving People at Blackwater 
Thanks be to the Lord for each of you. You have been 
supportive with prayers and love for our mom. She found a 
church home at Blackwater in 2011 after moving down to 
Central. She loved her Sunday School class and the people 
in it. Thanks for the cards each sent after her passing. 
Thanks for the outreach to her at Oakwood. Thanks for so 
many people. May God bless each of you as you minister to 
the community of Central by showing it Christ’s love. 
-Sylvia Jackson, Sidney, Danny & Tommy Campbell 

Going Away Brunch for Genevieve ~ Sept. 15 ~ 10:15 AM 
Sunday, September 15, from 10:15 AM to 10:45 AM, 
between Sunday School and Worship, the Hallie Smith 
Circle will host a brunch honoring Genevieve Andre’ as she 
prepares to move to Florida to live near her son.  She will 
be greatly missed. All are welcome to attend. 

 
 
Dear Blackwater UMC family 
We would like to thank our church family and friends for 
the love and prayers at the death of my husband, David 
James. The food, cards, phone calls, and expressions of 
sympathy meant so much and help to ease our sorrows. 
A special thank you to Duane Denham and Kurt Felton for 
all their kindness and help at the funeral of our loved one. 
Love in Christ, 
Lillian James and family 

Open Gym Nights ~ Tuesdays ~ 5:30 PM—7:30 PM 
For Middle & High Schoolers 
Blackwater UMC invites all middle school and high school 
students in our community to run off some steam in a 
basketball pick-up game every Tuesday evening from 5:30 
PM to 7:30 PM on weeks that school is in session. This is an 
area YOU can make an Impact! See article to left. 
If you would like to help in other ways, we need powdered 
Gatorade for the coolers. Please make your donations to 
the church office. 

    
 
 

(continued from Where will YOU Make an Impact?) 
 
Adult Choir – No audition necessary! If you want to make a 
joyful noise, Jamie Leonard-Brubaker, Director has a place for 
you in the choir loft. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings 
during the school year.  
 
Media Ministry – A great place to put your gifts to work is by 
volunteering to run slides and video for our worship services 
and/or SPARK! Blackwater’s Children’s Sunday morning 
offering. Training is provided and rotating schedules are 
created. Middle schoolers through adults are welcome to 
serve. Michelle Chassening, Media Director.  
 

Special Events Organizer – Currently we are looking for 
someone to coordinate ‘Journey to Bethlehem’ this 
Christmas season. There are also other opportunities 
throughout the year for special events that need 
leadership. 
 
All-Around Organizer –Whether keeping arts and craft 
supplies neat and orderly, resupplying children’s worship 
activity bags week-to-week, or cleaning out and 
rearranging closets/cabinets, your helper instincts are 
needed and appreciated. Many of our ministry areas can 
use your gifts. Contact the church office to get connected. 
 
Small Group Leaders – Leading a group in a book study, 
Bible study, or topic of interest is the best way to engage 
people and make deep connections to one another and to 
God. Contact Rev. Pattye Hewitt & Rev. Angie.  
 
Open Gym - Tuesdays at 5:30 PM our gymnasium is open 
to 6th thru 12th graders all school year long!  New volunteer 
chaperones are paired seasoned volunteers. Whether you 
can serve each week or once every few weeks, we 
appreciate your help.  Valerie Moak, Open Gym 
coordinator. 
* Denotes those ministries that require a background check 

to work with minors. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
10000 BLACKWATER RD. 

CITY OF CENTRAL, LA 70714 

Need Prayer? 
Call our church office at  
225-261-4646 ext. 10  and 
leave your prayer request. 

Greeters 
 

09/01   Wanda W., Carolyn D.,      
Louise K., Eloise H. 
 
09/08   Marilyn B., Tammy C.,       
Bennie D., Ann Merrill 
 
09/15   Tammy C., Joan N., 
Joan P., Barbara W. 
 
09/22   Bennie D., Eloise H., 
Barbara W., Kathy S. 
 
09/29    Carolyn D., Betty T., 
Barbara W., Amanda C. 

 
 Inside this issue… 
Fall Sermon Series 
Goodbye Brunch 
Make an Impact 

Giving Thanks 

Subscribe to  
Mid-week eNews at 

www.blackwaterumc.org 

Fall Sermon Series 
Starting September 8 ~ Traditional Sanctuary 9:15 AM 

 
First Grader Bible Presentations 

Sunday, September 8 ~ Traditional Service 9:15 AM 
 

Please sign up with Kelly McKnight by Wednesday, September 4.  
blackwaterumconline@gmail.com 

http://www.blackwaterumc.org/prayer
https://www.blackwaterumc.org/

